VICEBOYS OF INDIA
few months in the same capacity to the India Office. He did
not, however, agree with Gladstone's Irish policy, and having
resigned his political office opposed him in Parliament. In
the meanwhile he paid close attention to his Irish estates,
developing, housing, replanting and remitting rents.
In 1883 Lansdowne was appointed Governor-General
of Canada, where he remained for five years. In 1885 he
had to deal with a small but dangerous rebellion in the
North-West Territory led by Louis Kiel, a French-
Canadian half-breed who had been concerned in the Red
River Rebellion fifteen years earlier; but this was quickly
quelled. Lansdowne's Military Secretary, Lord Melgund,
a regular officer in the Scots Guards, acted as Chief of
Stafi to the Expedition; he was afterwards ^imself to
be Governor-General as Lord Minto,
Lansdowne's later years in Canada were quiet and success-
ful, being mainly signalised by the final completion of the
Canadian-Pacific Railway and an amicable settlement with
the United States of the long-standing question of the New-
foundland Fisheries.
On returning to England he remained opposed to Home
Rule; and Lord Salisbury offered him a place in the Con-
servative Government, This Lansdowne refused, but in
the following year he accepted the post of Viceroy of
India. Here again he had a comparatively peaceful term of
office, except for a short rising in the mountain state of
Manipur. His policy was cautious; and he never allowed
dangerous questions to become acute, strengthening the
Army and the frontiers. He had an admirable private
secretary in Sir John Ardagh, afterwards Director of
Military Intelligence in London.
In 1893 Lansdowne made a settlement with Afghanistan;
and he afterwards dealt successfully with the thorny
question: of regulating the Indian currency after the fall
of the rupee. The retention of the opium traffic under
State control was another important matter that he
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